
Chapter 14: Two Societies at War, 1861-1865 Expanded Timeline

1861     Confederate States of America formed (February 4)
In response to Lincoln's election, six states in the deep South followed South Carolina in seceding from the Union and, in February 1861 declared themselves a new nation—the Confederate States of America.

Abraham Lincoln inaugurated (March 4)
In his inaugural address Abraham Lincoln stated that secession is illegal and that he would stand firm and use force, if necessary, to preserve the Union from the insurrection of the southern states. He left the choice to the southern states: end their insurrection or face war.

Confederates fire on Fort Sumter (April 12)
In response to a Union effort to supply Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, the Confederates opened fire and took the fort. Lincoln immediately called up troops to put down the insurrection. The Civil War had begun.

Virginia convention votes to secede (April 17) 
As the Confederates hoped, the firing on Fort Sumter led Virginia to decide to secede and accompany Texas in joining the Confederacy. North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas also soon joined the Confederacy.

General Benjamin Butler declares runaway slaves "contraband" of war (May)
When three slaves reached his camp in eastern Virginia in May 1861, General Butler declared them "contraband" of war, establishing a term for slaves who escaped across Union lines. As the number of slaves who fled to freedom grew, Union forces tried to define their status, raising about war aims that would lead to the Emancipation Proclamation.

First Battle of Bull Run (July 21)
Rather than blockading the South, Lincoln choose to implement an aggressive military strategy. When a force he ordered South to move toward Richmond was rebuffed by the Confederates at Manassas in July, Lincoln recognized that the rebellion would not be easily put down. He began to enlarge the army, develop organization, and reformulate the central government for fighting a total war.

1862     Congress passes Legal Tender Act
            Homestead Act and federal aid to transcontinental railroads
In the response to the need to establish a strong federal government to wage total war, Republicans in Congress followed the ideas of Henry Clay’s American System by creating a stronger national banking system, issuing national paper money, accelerating the transfer of public lands to homesteaders, and subsidizing a transcontinental railroad network.

Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7)
Confederacy introduces first draft
Battle of Antietam (September 17)
Drawing on the resources of the economy and society became increasingly necessary as the scale of the war expanded. Two great battles in 1862, one at Shiloh where Union forces led by Ulysses S. Grant clashed with a large confederate force, and the other at Antietam, Maryland, the bloodiest battle in American history, made it clear that the war would be long and costly and require the total resources of both sides to achieve victory. In response to this need, the Confederacy was compelled to institute its first draft.

Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation (September 22)
Lincoln proceeded to institute military conscription, centralize the government's financial system, and respond to slaves who liberated themselves by crossing Union lines by moving towards making emancipation a central goal of Union policy. In a statement on September 22, he said he would free all slaves in states still in rebellion on January 1.

1863      Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamation (January 1)
             Enrollment Act begins draft in North; riots in New York City (July)
The Emancipation Proclamation made the end of slavery a central goal of the war and gave it a moral purpose. By mid year, the Lincoln administration, still needing to mobilize all of northern society to provide the military with the manpower and resources they needed to wage total war, passed its first draft law. The law met with considerable hostility from immigrants, most of whom were Democrats who opposed the war. Resistance boiled over into massive draft riots in New York City. The riots, in which a dozen African-Americans had been killed and massive amounts of property destroyed, were quelled only when Union troops marched into New York and killed over one hundred rioters.

Battles of Gettysburg and Vicksburg (July)
Union forces pushed forward from the stalemate of late1862 and in July 1863 achieved significant breakthroughs in the west and east. In the west, forces led by Ulysses S. Grant won the siege of Vicksburg and gained control of the Mississippi River. In the East, Union forces led by George Mead, beat back an invasion of the north by Robert E. Lee's forces at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Nevertheless, the confederate armies remained intact and most the South remained outside Union control. The war could continue indefinitely unless the North launched a full scale invasion of the South. 

1864     Ulysses S. Grant advances on Richmond; siege of Petersburg
            Atlanta falls to William T. Sherman (September 2)
            Lincoln reelected; Sherman marches through Georgia
To pursue total war, Union forces under the leadership of Ulysses S. Grant and William T. Sherman invaded the South. In his advance toward Richmond and Petersburg, Grant got bogged down in a bloody, slow campaign involving thousands of casualties. As the fighting intensified, his army laid siege to Richmond and Petersburg and constructed a vast system of trenches and emplacements around both cities. Meanwhile, Sherman's forces surged toward Atlanta, which they took in September 1864, then swept a path of destruction to the coast and back through the Carolinas, before heading towards Grant's position to corner Lee in south central Virginia.

1865     Robert E. Lee surrenders (April 9)
In early 1865 Grant finally took Richmond and pursued Lee's depleted army into south central Virginia. Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9. Nine days later confederate forces surrendered to Sherman's forces in North Carolina.

Passage and ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment
Meanwhile Congress had passed, and the states had ratified, the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution abolishing slavery in the United States. The two central goals of the war had been achieved: the defeat of the South preserved the Union and slavery had been abolished. How and on what terms the devastated South would be brought back into the Union, and what the federal government would do to make sure the social revolution it started by abolishing slavery would transform southern society were now the central questions facing the victors.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
