Chapter 19: The Politics of the Gilded Age	     	


1874      Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) founded

Although it called itself a "temperance" movement, the WCTU was actually an abstinence movement, calling for the elimination of alcoholic beverages. Under the leadership of Frances Willard, the movement adopted a "Do-Everything" policy; that is, it concerned itself with any
reform activity in which women had an interest. 


[bookmark: _GoBack]1877      Rutherford B. Hayes inaugurated as president, marking the end of Reconstruction

Following the terms of the compromise over disputed electoral votes that had given him the presidency, Hayes removed federal troops from the South when he took office. Without federal protection, the Reconstruction experiment in biracial government in the South could not protect itself from the violence and intimidation exercised by the Redeemers. 


1881      President James A. Garfield assassinated

This violent act by Charles Guiteau, a disappointed office seeker, stirred the government to begin a reform of the civil service. 

1883      Pendleton Civil Service Act

Enacted in response to Garfield's assassination, this legislation created a new Civil Service Commission to administer qualifying examinations to people who were interested in getting federal jobs. At first, only 10 percent of federal positions were covered by the act, but subsequent presidents added more. 


Supreme Court strikes down Civil Rights Act of 1875

This court ruling meant that the discriminatory acts of private citizens — owners of
restaurants, theaters, hotels — were no longer prohibited under the Fourteenth Amendment. 






1884      Mugwump reformers leave the Republican Party to support Grover Cleveland, first 
 	Democrat elected president since 1856

Liberal Republicans shifted their support in this election because they associated their party's
presidential candidate, James G. Blaine, with the widespread corruption of the Grant
administrations. 


1887      Florida adopts first law segregating railroad travel

Although racial segregation was fairly widespread in the South, it had not been legally enforced until near the close of the century. Following the passage of this law, many southern states and municipalities enacted segregation ordinances. 


1888      James Bryce's The American Commonwealth

In this sharply critical assessment of American politics, the English author complained about the lack of a difference between the political parties in the United States. 


1890      McKinley Tariff

The Republican administration passed the McKinley Tariff of 1890, which was highly
protectionist; that is, it charged high duties on imports. The widespread unpopularity of this tariff contributed to Democratic electoral victories in 1890 and 1892. Democrats sweep congressional elections, inaugurating brief era of Democratic Party dominance Mississippi becomes first state to adopt literacy test to disfranchise blacks Many southern states used a variety of methods, both direct and indirect, to remove blacks from politics. The Supreme Court upheld the Mississippi law in 1898, saying that it was permissible to restrict the ballot as long as race was not used as the disqualifying criterion. 


1892      People's (Populist) Party founded

In the presidential election of 1892, this third party, which grew out of the Farmers' Alliance,was able to capture more than a million votes and carry four western states. 


1893      Panic of 1893 leads to national depression

Repeal of Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890)

President Cleveland persuaded Congress to repeal the Silver Purchase Act, which had reestablished a
bimetallic currency. This action put the United States back on the gold standard, leading to a vigorous popular outcry for the coinage of silver and destroying Cleveland's position in the Democratic Party. 


1894      "Coxey's Army" of unemployed fails to win federal relief

Under the leadership of Jacob S. Coxey, a large group of unemployed workers marched to Washington seeking government relief for their condition. Cleveland dispersed them forcibly and arrested Coxey. This action, along with the president's interference in the Pullman boycott, lost him the support of America's working class. 


1895      Booker T. Washington sets out Atlanta Compromise

Washington's address to a largely white audience at the Atlanta Exposition offered to withdraw black demands for social equality if white society would support industrial education for blacks and subsequently employ them. Although its results would be mixed at best, this "accommodationist" position impressed white philanthropists and made Washington the powerbroker for black America. 


1896      Election of Republican president William McKinley; free-silver campaign crushed

The volatile depression economy caused the electorate to vote for "sound money," rejecting what the Republicans called the "revolutionary" assault on the gold standard by Bryan and the silver Democrats. Plessy v. Ferguson upholds constitutionality of "separate but equal" facilities This Supreme Court decision set in place the doctrine on which the South built a system of racial segregation in almost all aspects of its
society. 


1897      Economic depression ends; era of agricultural prosperity begins

