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A.	Chapter Summary

This chapter provides a brief introduction to the bankruptcy law practice area, and provides descriptions of and links to related Internet websites with documents and useful resources..  

B.	Chapter Objectives

In this chapter, students will:

· Learn about the bankruptcy law practice area.
· Be introduced to practice area related Internet websites.

C.		Instructional Ideas

1.	Review the Legal Information Institute’s Bankruptcy Law page (fatty.law.cornell.edu/topics/bankruptcy.html) for background, lecture, and reference information.

2.	Have students access and acquire filings on the local federal bankruptcy court’s website.

3.	See if the local court will provide a representative to explain the process to the class.

D.	Chapter Outline

I.	Bankruptcy Law

II.	Internet Research Scenario

III.	Bankruptcy Law Sites

E.	Referenced Internet Websites

Federal Bankruptcy Court Links
www.uscourts.gov/allinks.html

U.S. Trustee Program
www.usdoj.gov/ust

American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI)
www.abiworld.org

Debt and Bankruptcy
www.nolo.com/lawcenter/index.cfm/catID/734BECB6-ADDE-4041-AEC595AF30EA15CE

Federal Rules of Bankruptcy Procedure 
www2.law.cornell.edu/cgi-bin/foliocgi.exe/frb?

FindLaw Bankruptcy Links
www.findlaw.com/01topics/03bankruptcy/index.html

U.S. Bankruptcy Code 
www4.law.cornell.edu/uscode/11

F.	Discussion Questions

1.	Given that the bankruptcy law is governed by the Supremacy Clause, and so supercedes conflicting state law, why should a practitioner review state laws?

A.	State laws may not be conflicting, but they may be complimentary, or may add to the otherwise standard federal rules.

2.	What sorts of Internet information or documents do you think would be useful in preparing a bankruptcy case?

A.	Certainly, at the least, the Internet Court websites provide access to all of the local and national rules, and the required forms.

G.	Projects

1.	If your school has access to Pacer, log on to the system and experiment with finding complaints and opinions in some cases that have been filed locally.  Search by party names or by case numbers if you have them.

A.	Request a docket sheet from a locally filed case.


