CHAPTER 1 // WHAT IS ANTHROPOLOGY?
Cultural Anthropology Study Guide
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If you complete this study guide on the computer, type your answer in the box.  
It will appear in a different color.

HINTS:
· Answer all of the questions fully.  Any of the study questions could be asked on the exam.
· Anthropology is not a one question = one answer subject.  Many questions have multiple answers.  Be sure to note all of the possible answers – they will appear as exam questions in the EXCEPT and NOT format.
· With some exceptions, the study guide questions follow, generally, the order in which Ferraro presents the material.  
· Watch for
· vocabulary words marked in orange/red in the text
· headings and subheadings
· special sections apart from the regular text.  In the study guide questions about the miscues appear in red, applied perspectives in blue, and contemporary issues in green
· When the question asks for ethnographic examples, made note of ALL examples Ferraro gives and one characteristic each to help you remember it.  Examples:
· Trobriand Islanders; Kula Ring
· Kwakuitl; Potlatch


EXAM 1

CHAPTER 1:  What is Anthropology?

1. What is a really good definition of anthropology?

2. What is the four field approach to anthropology?

3. How are the four anthropological fields related to each other?

4. What are the roles of physical anthropology?  What kinds of studies do physical anthologists conduct?

5. What are the roles of archaeology?  What kinds of studies do archaeologists conduct?  

6. What are the roles of linguistic anthropology?  What kinds of studies do linguistic anthologists conduct?

7. What is the difference between ethnography and ethnology?

8. What are five areas of specialization within cultural anthropology?

9. How do anthropologists define holism?  What does the holist approach include?

10. How do anthropologists define ethnocentrism?  What would be an example?

11. How do anthropologists define cultural relativism?  What would be an example?

12. What is the emic approach?  ….the etic approach?  …why are they important?  

13. What are some of the findings that anthropology has produced that reduce our tendency to hold culture bound theories about human nature?

14. What basic skills can you develop from studying anthropology?

15. When Europeans look at Americans, what would they find to criticize that we consider to be “of course” parts of our culture?  



CHAPTER 2:  The Concept of Culture

1. How does Ferraro define the concept of culture?  What all is included in the concept?

2. What are the characteristics of culture?

3. What is a symbol?  What is the importance of the ability to symbolize?  How does this ability help us?

4. What is the significance of the shared nature of culture?

5. What is culture shock?  Under what circumstances is it experienced?

6. What is enculturation?  How is it accomplished?

7. What is biological determinism?  What are some examples of how humans do things because of what they learn from their cultures?

8. What is the symbolic nature of culture?  

9. How can culture affect our bodies – our biological processes.  What are some cross-cultural examples? 

10. How does cultural change occur?

11. What are cultural universals?  What is on Murdock’s list?

12. What are some examples of maladaptive cultural traits?  What will happen if a maladaptive practice persists?

13. What does the integration of culture imply about the process of cultural change?  What is an ethnographic example?

14. The features of the Concept of Culture are listed in Table 2.2.  What are they?

15. What is the relationship between culture and the individual?

16. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?   New Hampshire prep school; Cuban American immigrants

17. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Anthropology and Architecture; Cross-cultural Coaching

18. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  Young Male Japanese Shut-Ins



CHAPTER 3:  Applied Anthropology

1. What is participant observation?

2. What are the differences and similarities between applied and theoretical anthropology?

3. How do applied and pure anthropology support each other?

4. What is the history of contemporary applied anthropology and the cultural anthropologist’s involvement in applied projects?

5. What special features of anthropology contribute to applied science?  (be sure to address each of the following:  participant-observation, holistic perspective, regional expertise, emic approach, etic approach, and cultural relativism)

6. What are the various specialized roles played by applied anthropologists?

7. What can applied anthropologists do to improve their support to policy makers?

8. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Chemistry professor Moore; Professor Hutchinson

9. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Environmental Impact of Radiation on Marshall Islands Population; Rebuilding Japan After WWII.

10. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  Can Cultural Anthropologists Find their Public Policy Voice? 



CHAPTER 4:  The Growth of Anthropological Theory

1. What is the precise definition of a theory?  What can a good theory do?

2. What are the basic characteristics of evolutionism?  What stages did Tylor and Morgan propose in their cultural evolutionary theory? 

3. What is diffusionism?

4. What did Boash advocate to improve the discipline of anthropology?

5. What is functionalism?

6. How did Malinowski’s approach to the meaning of function differ from that of Radcliffe-Brown?

7. What did the psychological anthropologists say about the connections between personality, the individual, and culture?  What were some of Mead’s findings?

8. What were the neoevolutionary theories of Leslie White and Julian Steward?

9. What does French structuralist theory concentrate on?  

10. What did Levi-Strauss contribute to the understanding of the structure of the human mind?

11. What are the contributions of ethnoscience?

12. What are the contributions of feminist anthropology?

13. What is the tenets of cultural materialism?  How does it differ from Marxist theory?

14. What is the perspective of Postmodern anthropology?

15. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  2003 War in Iraq; Electronics Engineer Josephson

16. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Trees for Haiti; The New Hope Antipoverty Program.



CHAPTER 5:  Methods in Cultural Anthropology

1. How do ethnographic methods and survey methods differ from each other?

2. What does the anthropologist need to do to prepare for anthropological fieldwork?

3. What are the five stages of field research?  How were the stages exemplified by the Kenya Kinship Study?

4. What is participant-observation?  What are the advantages and disadvantages of this field method?

5. What advice does Ferraro give about doing field work?

6. What is the appropriate use of structured interviews? …unstructured interviews?

7. What methods do anthropologists use to cross-check information collected during fieldwork?

8. What considerations go into choosing a data collection technique?  

9. What are the benefits of biculturalism?

10. What is narrative ethnography?  With what theoretical approach is it associated? 

11. How do the Human Relations Area Files (HRAF) facilitate anthropological work?  

12. What major ethical issues confront applied anthropologists?

13. What was Project Camelot?  Who funded it?  What was its Project Camelot purpose?

14. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Medical Anthropologist Roberts; Anthropologist Sutton.

15. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Anthropological Research and AIDS

16. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  Rapid Ethnographic Assessment Procedures; 


EXAM 2

CHAPTER 6:  Language

1. How do human language differ from the communication used by other animals.?    

2. How many languages are there?  Which languages have the most speakers?    

3. How do human and nonhuman communications differ in terms of closed and open systems?  physical ability?  displacement?

4. What are good definitions of:  morphology, grammar, phonology?

5. What does synchronic analysis show?  What about diachronic analysis?


6. What are language families?  Where does English fit in?

7. What is cultural emphasis?  How does the size of and specialization in vocabulary reflect adaptive importance to a culture?  What are some ethnographic examples?

8. What is the Sapir-Whorf hypothesis? … its criticisms?

9. What is doublespeak?  what does it achieve?  how?

10. How does language structurally express underlying cultural values?

11. What are some ethnographic examples of different cultural groups with different linguistic styles?

12. What is diglossia?  When does it occur?

13. What generalizations does Ferraro make about the symbolic role of language in the development of national and ethnic identities?  What are some ethnographic examples?

14. What are the characteristics of nonverbal communication?  How do non-verbal forms of communication –such as gestures, posture and touching – lead to cross-cultural misunderstandings?

15. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  New Yorkers and Londoners speak English; chicken entrepreneur Perude

16. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Applied Anthropology and Ebonics

17. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  What You Don't Know Can Hurt You



CHAPTER 7:  Making a Living (Getting Food)

1. What are the five major food-procurement categories found in the world?  What are some ethnographic examples?

2. How have people gotten their food for most of their existence on earth?

3. What is the impact of a culture’s environment and technology on its food acquisition strategies?

4. What are the consequences of exceeding the carrying capacity?

5. What was the Neolithic Revolution?

6. What are the positive and negative cultural changes brought about by the Neolithic Revolution?

7. What are four generalizations that Ferraro gives about food collecting societies?

8. How do the Ju/’hoansi and Inuit food collecting strategies compare/contrast with each other?

9. How reliable are the various food collection strategies?  What is the relative success of groups in environments with stable food supplies?

10. What is horticulture?  

11. What are the advantages and limitations of slash and burn cultivation?

12. What are the differences between transhumance and nomadic pastoralism?

13. How did the change from horticulture to agriculture foster the development of peasantry?  What is the typical role of the peasantry?  …their status?

14. What are the costs and benefits of intensive agriculture?

15. What is the scientific rational that people have developed as a result of systematic observation required by successful adaptations to their environments?  What are some ethnographic examples.

16. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue? Kenyan farmers; Maasai herders

17. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Community-Based Water Management in Mexico; World's Drug Companies Rely on "Primitive Medicine"



CHAPTER 8:  Economics

1. What is the focus of cross-cultural studies of economics?

2. In what kinds of societies does formal economic theory, such as maximization of individual economic interests, explain poorly the motivation people use to make economic decisions.  

3. What alternative ways – other than private property – exist for the allocation of resources?

4. What are the advantages of community control of resources for food collectors, pastoralists, and horticulturalists?  What are some ethnographic examples?

5. What is the basic unit of production in industrialized societies?  non-industrialized societies?

6. What is the importance of the division of labor especially for non-industrialized societies?

7. Why are gender and age used universally to allocate economic tasks?

8. What are the three types of reciprocity?  What are some ethnographic examples?

9. What are the different types of markets and what are their distinct functions?

10. What are the positive and negative effects of globalization on world economies?  What are some ethnographic examples?

11. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Mexico City employee; gift exchange practices

12. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Is Nepotism Always Bad?; Anthropology and Market Research



CHAPTER 9:  Marriage and Family

1. What does Ferraro give as a cross-cultural valid definition of family?

2. What does Ferraro give as a cross-cultural valid definition of marriage?

3. What are three functions of marriage?

4. What is incest? the incest taboo?

5. What four theories have been set forth to explain why incest is a universal taboo?

6. What are endogamy and exogamy?  What are some ethnographic examples?

7. Why are cousin marriages often preferable in unilineal descent systems?

8. What types of marriage have anthropologist identified?

9. What cultural factors foster the marriage form of polygyny?

10. What are the forms of polygamy?  What are some ethnographic examples?

11. What is bridewealth? How does bridewealth function socially and economically?  

12. What factors lead to the high divorce rate in the US?

13. What are the various types of residence patterns?

14. What cultural factors are associated with the existence of nuclear families? … to extended families? 

15. What is the modern-day family structure in the US?  What factors have contributed to its decline?

16. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Saudi landlord; Sales Executive Manza.

17. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Hawaiian Children at School and at Home

18. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  Is Marriage a Crime?



CHAPTER 10:  Kinship and Descent

1. How does the complexity of human social organization differ form that of any other species?

2. What is a clear definition of kinship?

3. What is the relative influence of cultural rules and biology for the definition of kinship classification?  What are some ethnographic examples?

4. How are sex and age important in determining the structure of kinship relationships?  What are some ethnographic examples?

5. What do descent systems do?  What is the structure of unilineal descent systems?  How does the patrilineal system differ from the matrilineal system?  What are some ethnographic examples and what are their characteristics?

6. What is the organizational hierarchy established by clans and lineages?  How do they differ from each other?  

7. What are the three types of cognatic descent?  

8. How would you explain the bilateral system’s kindred?

9. What did Scheper-Hughes learn about the nature of the relationship between parents and children?

10. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Medical Anthropologist Galanti; Anthropologist Kluckhohn

11. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Redesigning an Agricultural Development Program in West Africa; The Ethnography of Homeless Youth in the US




Exam 3

CHAPTER 11:  Sex and Gender

1. Anthropologists discuss gender differences rather than sex differences.  What IS the difference?

2. What research in other cultures demonstrates that differences in women’s and men’s behavior are not limited to biology?

3. What is the large variation in human sexual behavior across cultures?  What are the ethnographic examples?

4. How do gender and language interact to reinforce sexual asymmetry?  What are the ethnographic examples?

5. What is the meaning of gender stratification?  In what types of societies is it found?  What is used to measure gender stratification?

6. Are women universally subordinate to men?  How do women’s statuses vary in different cultures?  What are some ethnographic examples?

7. Using the GEM score developed by the UN, what is the US’s score on equality between men and women?  Where does the US rank among other nations.  

8. What is gender ideology?  What are some ethnographic examples of how gender ideology reinforces women’s subordination?

9. What impact does male gender bias have on women?  in our culture?  in other cultures?

10. When was there a period of breadwinner/housewife households in the US?  What factors lead to this type of household?  What factors lead to its demise?

11. What negative impacts have occupational segregation and gender ideology had on men in the US?

12. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  KiKuyu of Kenya; Oppenheim in Milan

13. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Improving child Nutrition in Malawi; Using Family Planning clinics in Ecuador



CHAPTER 12:  Social Stratification

1. What are three factors involved in social ranking that Ferraro says are characteristics of and diagnostic of social stratification?

2. How are egalitarian societies organized socially and economically?

3. How do people achieve prestige in rank societies?

4. Which types of societies have the greatest economic inequality?  What are some ethnographic examples? 

5. What are the characteristics of caste and class societies?  How do they differ? What is fundamental to understanding the difference?  What are some ethnographic examples?

6. What contradictions can be identified between the ideology and the actual experience of social mobility in the US?

7. What characteristics are typical of the social classes in US society?

8. What are the castes in India?  What are the basic principles that form the caste system?   How does the Jati influence everyday life?

9. What is the distinction between race and ethnicity?

10. Why has there been a revival of ethnic consciousness in the contemporary US?  What are its implications for Hispanics/Latinos?

11. What is assimilation?

12. What are the theoretical explanations of social stratification?  What do they state?

13. How does the idea of stratification apply to the relationship between rich and poor world countries?  What does the GNI tell us?

14. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Official Holmes; Nigerian student on UC campus.

15. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Anthropology and Architecture; Diabetes Among Mexican Americans




Exam 4

CHAPTER 13:  Political Organization and Social Control

1. What is political organization?

2. What are three dimensions of political organization along which ll political systems vary?

3. What are the four types of political structures discussed by Ferraro in his description of the continuous variation from acephalous (leaderless) societies to state systems?  What are their characteristics?  What are some ethnographic examples of each?

4. What are the three theories that account for the formation of state societies?

5. What are forms of government defined by the type of decision making?

6. How have state systems changed over time?  How has globalization affected them?

7. What is the importance of formal and informal social control for complex state societies? What are some ethnographic examples?  Examples of formal and informal social controls?

8. What are some ethnographic examples of social control less complex societies?

9. What reasons does Ferraro give to explain why crime is more prevalent in complex societies?

10. According to Ferraro oaths and ordeals work to separate the innocent from the guilty.  How does he says this works?

11. What reason are given to explain why ancestral food collectors probably did not engage in war?

12. What does Ferraro say are the causes of war?

13. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  President GHW Bush; Persian language

14. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  What was anthropologist Ruth Benedict’s role in rebuilding Japan after WWII?

15. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  Can Canadians Accommodate Islamic Law?



CHAPTER 14:  Supernatural Beliefs

1. How does Ferraro define religion?  How would you evaluate it?

2. What evidence leads anthropologist to claim that religion, as a belief in the supernatural, is universal?

3. What do anthropologists look for to study religion?

4. What are the problems anthropologists have in defining religion?

5. At what date do archaeologies find the earliest evidence that might be indicative of supernatural beliefs?  

6. What is the difference between religion and magic?

7. What is the difference between sorcery and witchcraft?  What are some ethnographic examples of each?

8. What is the difference between Wicca (in the US) and witchcraft in traditional societies?

9. What are myths?  What is the function of myth?

10. What are the social functions of religion? How do they work?

11. What are the psychological functions of religion?  What are some ethnographic examples?

12. What are Wallace’s four categories of religious organization?  How do they relate to other aspects of culture? What are some ethnographic examples? 

13. What are rites of passage?  What are the three distinct ritual phases?

14. What are some examples of revitalization movements?  What are some ethnographic examples?

15. How is religion affected by contemporary globalization?

16. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Erskine in Taipei; female talk show host

17. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Anthropology and the US Supreme Court

18. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  Religious Freedom in Florida



CHAPTER 15:  Art

1. What characteristics of art must a definition of art include in order to have cross-cultural validity?  

2. Non-western peoples include things in art that Westerners usually do not.  What are some ethnographic examples?

3. How can you explain the integration of art into the whole culture?  In other words, how does art in small-scale societies differ from art in complex societies?

4. What are the functions of art?  What are some ethnographic examples of these functions

5. Which forms of art have received the greatest attention from Anthropologists?  Why?

6. What is ethnomusicology?  What are its concerns/interests?

7. What does Ferraro say that challenges the notion of music being the international language?  Ethnographic examples?

8. What is the relationship between music and other aspects of culture? How does music in egalitarian societies differ from music in stratified societies? 

9. How is dance viewed differently in different cultures?  What are some ethnographic examples of dance that we might think are NOT dance? 

10. Why do anthropologists find myths to be important? 

11. Why are jokes so culturally specific?  Why are they funny in one culture and not funny in another?

12. Why would most Americans NOT appreciate or enjoy Bollywood films?

13. How has globalization affected the preservation of traditional art forms?

14. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Art Major Burgess; Game Playing as Art Form

15. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Avoiding Cultural Extinction through Craft Industries



CHAPTER 16:  Culture Change and Globalization

1. To what processes does Ferraro attribute cultural change?

2. What is the difference between invention and innovation?  Which has the greater impact?

3. What ideas have been set forth to explain why some people are quicker than others to adopt a new cultural item or idea?

4. What is diffusion?  Why does Ferraro say that diffusion is a two-way process?  What examples does he site to support his view?

5. What causes a people in one culture to select or reject characteristics via diffusion?

6. What are the variables that Ferraro says affect diffusion?

7. Why is acculturation called forced borrowing?  What characteristics?  What are the possible outcomes for the subordinated culture?

8. What are linked changes?  How do they occur?  What is an ethnographic example?

9. What are the obstacles to cultural change?  What are some ethnographic examples of resistance to change?

10. Why are anthropologists concerned about the survival of indigenous peoples?

11. What is the theory that explains development in terms of inherent sociocultural differences between the rich and the poor?  What are some of the positive and negative consequences of economic development programs?  What are some ethnographic examples?

12. What is neocolonialism?

13. What are ethnocentric assumptions underlying modernization approach to economic development?

14. What are the characteristics of globalization?

15. What role does/should mutliculturalism play in globalization according to Ferraro?

19. What contemporary issues were presented?  What did you learn from the CI segment?  If You Really Want to Help Disaster Victims

16. What cultural miscues were discussed in this chapter?  What was the basis of the miscue?  Korean Grocer; Environmental Sanitation Programs

17. What applied perspective was presented in this chapter?  What did you learn about how anthropology can be applied?  Cell Phones and Pedestrian Behavior; Environment and Development in Central Honduras
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